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No matter who you are, 

or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here. December 2015 
Dear Friends,  
 
I’m grateful to be part of such a caring church community, from the many mission projects we undertake, 
to the prayers for one another (including the lovely prayers shawls made by several of the women in the 
congregation), to the warm welcome given to those who visit.  It is such a marked contrast and a blessed 
relief from the atrocities we have seen committed by religious extremists in the name of God, including 
the recent attacks in Paris and Mali.  Extremists – not the average Muslim, be they devout or secular.     

Make no mistake.  Our Christian religion has plenty of texts in the Bible to which we could point to justify 
cruelty and hate, and you can see it in other religions as well – Judaism and Hinduism, to name a couple of 
example.  Look at slavery, which was practiced by many God-fearing people around the world, including 
in this county.  Look at the Holocaust, in which German Christians – Lutherans and Catholics – felt justi-
fied in imprisoning, torturing, and murdering millions of Jews, Gypsies, gays and lesbians, and persons 
with disabilities.  Look at the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, and the list goes on.  There are people 
who use religious texts today to create fear.  Just look at the Westboro Baptist Church folks who have 
picketed at funerals of gay military personnel, those who picket Planned Parenthood clinics, or, I would 
suspect, those folks who recently put KKK flyers on the doors of homes in Oregon City, Gresham, Silver-
ton, and Molalla.  I would guess most of them would identify as Christian.  

If what someone is preaching has to be done under the cover of 
darkness (such as the KKK canvassing), or while covering their 
faces and carrying assault weapons (such as the terrorists), they do 
not have a very compelling message.   

Jesus, whose birth we await this Advent, and celebrate this Christ-
mas, came as the exact opposite of this violent model.  No camou-
flage – just a little baby in swaddling clothes.  No guns, no masks, 
no hoods.  No money, no property, no titles.  No fear, no hate.  
Christ came to us, just for the love of God.   

Now, that’s the kind of God I want to follow, and I suspect, from 
everything that I have seen at Smyrna, you do, too.  The Incarnate 
Word.  And the Word is…Love. 

 
Blessings of the Season,  
Pastor Deb  



Yummies for their Tummies…….. 
 

Winter is just around the cor-
ner and Stitch Club’s January 
community service project is 
to provide nutritional breakfast 
items for children whose fami-
lies come to the Molalla Ser-
vice Center for food assis-
tance.   

Children who come to school 
with breakfast in their tummies are more likely to 
become actively engaged in learning - and with the 
generosity of our congregation, we know that we 
can help kiddos get their mornings off to a good 
start with a nutritious breakfast.  

Suggestions for breakfast foods include: 

instant oatmeal, boxed cereal (especially Cheerios), 
granola bars, packets of hot chocolate, juice boxes 
and containers of Pediasure or Boost.  

We will begin collecting breakfast items on January 

3. 

Health Committee Call for Volunteers 
 

Because of the number 
of people in the Smyrna 
congregation who are ill 
or homebound at various 
times, the Health Com-
mittee seeks to establish 
a visiting program that 
helps keep our members 
and friends in more frequent touch with their church 
family. 

Pastor Deb will continue to make visits, but this program 
will supplement what any half-time pastor can realisti-
cally do with numbers great and distances so widely 
scattered.  

Our plan is to organize teams of two or (hopefully) three 
people who will go together to visit one person on a once
-a-month basis. The time will be established by the team 
and person being visited. There will be a little training 
session to help the team feel more comfortable doing 
this. One member of each team will be the facilitator, so 
shyness will not need to be a problem for participating. 

If you are willing to help with this, information sheets 

are in the narthex, please sign and give to: Ione Jenson, 
Pastor Deb or any member of the Health Committee.  
Thank You! 

What Does it Mean to Be a Member of 
the Church Here?  
 

On Sunday, Dec. 6th at 
9:45 am, we will be 
holding a special Adult 
Education class for all 
members of the Confir-
mation Class, along 
with anyone interested 
in joining Smyrna, and 

current members of the congregation to take a look at the 
UCC history, creeds, and beliefs.  Come join us! 

We will be receiving new members in the coming weeks, 
and this is a good opportunity to learn more about the 
United Church of Christ.   

In the meantime, you may want to watch the short videos 
created by the UCC, which give a sense of what this de-
nomination is all about:  

http://www.ucc.org/hear-our-stories. 

December 4th Memory Café – Reducing 
Seasonal Stress to Protect Your Brain  

 
Stress can really do a 
number on your 
memory!  Did you 
ever find presents 
after Christmas that 
you didn’t remember 
buying until you 
found them again?  
Come bring your 

friends and join your friends for a special holiday season 
Memory Café that discusses the role of stress relating to 
brain wellness.  Please RSVP by Wednesday, Dec. 2nd to 
Pastor Deb at debpattersonhome@gmail.com or by calling 
her at 503-689-4450.   Thank you to Louise Adams, Bar-
bara Daniels, and Genevieve Freeman for making possible 
the wonderful luncheon for each month’s Café.    
 
And save the date for our January Memory Café, which 
will be the SECOND Friday – January 8th, when Megan 
Melady, Program Coordinator of the Oregon Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, will be our featured speaker.   
 
In the meantime, don’t forget the four kinds of exercise 
(cardio, strength, balance, and flexibility), try to keep eat-
ing healthy foods, socialize, keep learning new things, 
spend time in prayer and meditation, manage your medi-
cations, and don’t skip on your sleep.   
 
Blessings….. 

http://www.ucc.org/hear-our-stories
mailto:debpattersonhome@gmail.com


Women’s Fellowship Bazaar 2015 
 

Auctioneer Jill Marie Wiles (assisted by her daughters)  
returned to Smyrna’s Women’s Fellowship Bazaar, urg-
ing eager bidders on to support this fundraising event.   
Handcrafted items donated by friends and members of 
Smyrna UCC were carried home by the highest bidders. 

 

Auction 2646.00 
Dessert              288.00 
Country Store   132.80 
Camperships 1250.00 

The Traditional Na-

tivity — with an added 

twist 

 
Come celebrate the story of Jesus’ 
birth  
during Smyrna UCC’s Christmas 

Worship Services at 11 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 20, 2015.    





The Prayer Group continues to meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. in Pastor Deb’s 
office. It’s an open group and no 
commitment is required. If you have 

a problem or a need to be discussed 
and prayed for, please feel free to 
join us whenever you wish.  If you’d just like to join us to 

participate and help with the needs and prayers for others, 
we’d love to have you come. We learn, we grow, we dis-
cuss, and we are exploring the many facets of prayer. God 

is still speaking, and we are learning the ways in which 
God speaks to us as individuals or as a group. God is still 
teaching us how to grow in Spirit and in Truth. 

Order your copy of the 
Smyrna Youth Cookbook! 

$12 each on delivery 

 

Contact  
Amber Enfield 
971-283-9008 

Or 
ammaro13@yahoo.com 

Holiday Gifts and  
Traditions 
 
We need to stop and think, just 
what does Christmas mean — is 
it a stress laden, hectic season? 
Or is it the gift of peace and 
hope? 
 

If we categorize our Christmas tasks into “need to do,” 
“should do,” and “expected to do,” we can decide which 
ones really address the Christmas spirit!  By weeding out 
those that distract you from the true meaning of Christ-
mas, you will find less stress and more enjoyment from 
your choices.   
 

Advent in a time for hope, peace, joy, and love.  What has 
true meaning for you?  Remember the spirit of Christmas 
and share your presence with others.  Reduce stress and 
create meaningful traditions that demonstrate God’s love! 
 

Christmas gifts are a fun part of the holiday and being 
thoughtful of the receiver is important.  One can give 
freely but it must be within your means.  The best gift you 
can give is yourself by being supportive and being pre-
sent.   On www.google.com, search for:  spirit of generos-
ity, spirit of giving, and Christmas giving. 
  —Virginia Yoder, Health Committee—  

Annual Reports needed: 

Deadline January 5, 

2016 

Pastor 

Moderator 

Board of Trustees 

Grounds Committee 

Stitch Club —   

 President’s Report  

 financial report  

Diaconate 

Scholarship Committee 

Finance Committee — 2016 Fundraising dates 

Clerk’s Report 

Mission and Outreach 

Staff/Parish Committee 

Building Use 

Board of Christian Education  

Board of Christian Nurture 

Youth Group 

 Women’s Fellowship Report  

 — Financial Report     

Nominating Committee — Officers, Board & 

Committee Members 

Memorial Committee 

Heartline  

Cemetery Committee 

Treasurer Report — separate from annual 

Coffee Hour Volunteers — please sign up 

Flower Volunteers — please sign up 

Smyrna continues the 
tradition of decorating 
our Christmas Tree with 
mittens, scarves and hats.   

We will collect them 
through Dec. 13, then 
they will be distributed to 
schools in Molalla and 
Canby as well as the 
Canby Service Centers 



Environmental 
Concerns 
 
Since 1975, I have 
lived through numer-
ous natural disasters. 
From a cluster of F-4 
and 5 tornadoes that 
ripped through my 
home town on May 31, 
1985 — to blizzards, 
wind storms, hurri-
canes, and flooding 
events, the Spring 
Break Quake, and on-
ward to our recent 
power outage caused 
by a broken wire.  
In all of these situations, there was one 
common theme — we lost power, yet 
still needed water to drink and wash 
with, as well as to flush toilets. When I 
was a child, I never thought about 
where we would get water to drink, or 
how we would eat, or keep warm or 
dry. My parents simply took care of 
the situation, and that was enough.  
Now that I am the parent and the adult 
in charge, it is up to me to plan how 
we ought to prepare for the next loss of 
electricity and running water in our 
home. Winter is around the corner, and 
with it heavy winds, rain, and our usu-
al January ice storm that will weigh 
down heavy branches and break the 
weaker trees, sometimes sending them 
toppling down onto those power lines 
we depend upon so much for every 
little thing.  
 

One of the most essential items to have 
on hand in case of emergency is Wa-
ter. The FEMA website states :  
You should store at least one gallon of 
water per person for three days. A nor-
mally active person needs about three 

quarters of a gallon 
of fluid daily, from 
water and other bev-
erages. However, 
individual needs 
vary, depending on 
age, health, physical 
condition, activity, 
diet and climate. 
To determine your 
water needs, take 
the following into 
consideration: 
 One gallon of 
water per person per 
day, for drinking 
and sanitation.  
 Children, nurs-

ing mothers and sick people may 
need more water.  

 A medical emergency might re-
quire additional water.  

 If you live in a warm weather cli-
mate more water may be neces-
sary. In very hot temperatures, wa-
ter needs can double.  

 Keep at least a three-day supply of 
water per person 

 

http://www.ready.gov/water 
 

In my own home, I make sure to pur-
chase at least 2 to 4 gallon jugs of wa-
ter each week when I go to town for 
groceries. It only costs me an extra 2 
to 4 dollars per trip, and is very simple 
to do. I store my water in a dark spot 
in my garage, away from heat and 
light. I also mark the date with a 
sharpy marker, so I have an idea how 
old the water is. I simply take the older 
water with us when we go camping or 
to a sports event. I also carry a gallon 
of water with me in my car, because 
emergencies can occur while you are 
away from home as well.  
 

It can seem like a huge undertaking, to 

have enough water on hand for your 
home and family Just In Case, espe-
cially when people are talking so much 
about the news of a potentially large 
earthquake occurring in Oregon. I 
know when I first thought about it, it 
seemed futile and hopeless. However, 
like a lot of tasks, once you break it 
down into smaller parts it is much less 
daunting.  
 

I encourage every member of Smyrna 
to think about their own water storage: 
Do you have bottled water on hand?  
Do you have it in a place where you 
can easily access it?  

Luckily we live in a place where ac-
cess to clean water in safe storage con-
tainers is readily available. I can’t 
think of a store I have entered in the 
last 3 months which did not have a 
supply bottled water somewhere — so 
we have lots of opportunity to add 
more to our own emergency supply.  

Purchasing and storing a stockpile of 
clean drinking water can be inexpen-
sive and simple for most. If you share 
a home or community with elderly or 
infirm neighbors, it is also a good idea 
to set aside some water for those folks 
too. If you have pets, please don’t for-
get that they will also need to stay hy-
drated ! Next time you pop into Fred-
die’s, grab a few gallons to take home. 
You will be glad you did. 
If you have access to a spring, an old 
fashioned pump, a well, or even a 
stream or pond, that water will need to 
be cleaned and purified so it is safe to 
consume. There are many ways to 
clean water, the main methods involv-
ing  

  (continued next page) 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Irene Schriever 
  

Balance 9/30/15 $9,769.37 
 Receipts 7,145.15 
 Expenditures (8,796.04) 
Balance 10/31/15 $8,118.48 

ADULT EDUCATION IN DECEMBER  
9:45 am in the Pastor’s Study  
 

December 6th  – What Does it Mean to Be a Member of 
the Church Here?  

December 13th  – Looking at Gun Violence through the 
Lens of Advent 

December 20th – Mystery  
December 27th – No Adult Ed – Christmas Break  

http://www.ready.gov/water


treatment with bleach, boiling the water, and putting the 
water through a filter to purify it.  
 

Here are the tips from an LDS preparedness blog : 
 

BOILING  
• Boiling is the safest method of treating water. In a 
large pot or kettle, bring water to a rolling boil for 1 full 
minute, keeping in mind that some water will evaporate. 
Let the water cool before drinking. 
• Boiled water will taste better if you put oxygen back 
into it by pouring the water back and forth between two 
clean containers. This will also improve the taste of 
stored water. 
CHLORINATION  
• You can use household liquid bleach to kill microor-
ganisms. Use only regular household liquid bleach that 
contains 5.25 to 6.0 percent sodium hypochlorite. Do not 
use scented bleaches, colorsafe bleaches, or bleaches 
with added cleaners. Because the potency of bleach di-
minishes with time, use bleach from a newly opened or 
unopened bottle. 
• Add 16 drops (1/8 teaspoon) of bleach per gallon of 
water, stir and let stand for 30 minutes. The water should 
have a slight bleach odor. If it doesn’t, then repeat the 
dosage and let stand another 15 minutes. If it still does 
not smell of bleach, discard it and find another source of 
water. 
• Other chemicals, such as iodine or water treatment 
products (sold in camping or surplus stores) that do not 
contain 5.25 to 6.0 percent sodium hypochlorite as the 
only active ingredient, are not recommended and should 
not be used. 
 

Here are some links for more information; 
 
LDS blog about water treatment and being prepared : 
http://preparedldsfamily.blogspot.com/2012/01/how-to-
store-emergency-drinking-water.html 
 
CDC site : 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/earthquakes/food.asp 

CDC site, water filtration :  
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/public/
water_treatment.html 

125 Years 
 
Plans are being made for celebrating the 125th anniversary 
of the founding of Smyrna in 2016.   

1890 was the plan-
ning year.  O. H. 
Byland, who lived 
near where the 
church now stands 
attended his broth-
er’s funeral in 
Woodburn and 
heard the Rev. F. 
W. Parker preach.  
Mr. Byland asked 
if Parker could 
come and preach at 
Needy School (1 ½ miles northwest of Smyrna) for the 
people of the area.  He came on May 11, 1890, and they 
asked him to come again.  On June 22, he preached at 
Needy to a large crowd, and after a basket dinner in the 
grove, he was asked if he would consider organizing a 
church at Needy.  The next week he met with a group of 12 
that became known as the Needy Congregation of the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church.   

It was decided that Parker would preach the first Sunday of 
the month at both the Needy and Evergreen schoolhouses, 
the latter located about a quarter-mile south of Yoder.  
Soon after, the people of both neighborhoods decided to 
build a church halfway between the two schools, and it was 
begun January 31, 1891.   

According to Asa J. Yoder, the first clerk:  

The people were poor, but they went to 

work with a will.  They cut the logs, and 

hauled them to J. S. Yoder's sawmill, then 

hauled the lumber to the place of build-

ing, and with their own hands, put up the 

building on a piece of land given for that 

purpose by Bro. Benjamin Rupe [Roop].  

The church was enclosed and Rev. Parker 

preached the first sermon in the house on 

the 5th day of April 1891. 

The Rev. Parker expressed a wish during the first service 

that because the congregation was poor financially, but 

rich in zeal and spiritual life, it should be henceforth 

known as the Smyrna Congregation of the Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church. The Oregon Presbytery which was 

then in session in Woodburn, sanctioned said act on April 

11, 1891.  Within months the church changed its affilia-

tion to the Congregationalists to continue to have the Rev. 

Parker as their minister.  The reference is to the church at 

Smyrna in Turkey and is from the book of Revelations. 

There will 
be a funeral 
service for 
Robert 
(Bob) Kyrk 
at 1 p.m., Saturday, December 5, 2015  
at Smyrna United Church of Christ. 

http://preparedldsfamily.blogspot.com/2012/01/how-to-store-emergency-drinking-water.html
http://preparedldsfamily.blogspot.com/2012/01/how-to-store-emergency-drinking-water.html
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/earthquakes/food.asp
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/public/water_treatment.html
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/public/water_treatment.html


Mission Statement 
 

Smyrna United Church of Christ is striving to be: 
 
 A place of peace where we teach the word of God and the story of 

God’s love.                           
 A spiritual haven where we accept and care for all humanity in an 

outreach of grace. 
 A lighthouse of God’s light, where worship, teaching, learning and 

spiritual growth take place in community powered by thought and 
action. 

 A Christian people, working for God’s realm in ecumenical 
harmony with other people of faith and conviction. 

 
 

 
 

The family of Robert Kyrk  
Dorothy and Orville Krebs 
Burt Gottwald 
Blanche Kober 
Jean Epley   
Joe and JoAnn Gribble  
John and JoAnn Beck 
Kaelan and Terri Millerin  

Cathy Mosiman 
Lucia Schuebel and family 
Anne & Chris Bangs & family 
Rebekah Yoder's father, Jody Royal 
Jeannie Roger's uncle, Dick Hall 
Larry Grant  
Lindsay Miller 

It is with both sadness and with faith in God's eter-
nal care that we note Robert Kyrk's peaceful pass-
ing just before Thanksgiving.   
 
Please hold his daughters Julia and Juliana in your 

prayers, along with the rest of their families.  Memorial service information 
is in a separate article. 


