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Search Committee Progress 

The Search Committee will be finishing 

up interviews with our current candi-

dates for calling a new settled pas-

tor.  After interviews, we will decide if 

there is a candidate to recommend to 

the congregation, and if so, which is the top candidate.  Once 

the search committee decides this, other church leaders will be 

brought into the discussion to finalize the details of the 

call.  Then that person will lead a worship service at Smyrna to 

introduce them to the entire congregation, with a congregational 

meeting to follow and a vote on whether to call the candidate.   
 

The committee expects to wrap up interviews before the end of 

August.  The worship service to introduce a prospective new 

pastor, and vote on calling them to serve, could be as early as 

September 17.  Once that has happened there may be a delay 

while the candidate gives any required notice time to a current 

church or employer.  We should know how long that will take 

when they lead the worship for us.   

The committee has been working hard to get to this point, and is 

optimistic that we are near the end of the search process.  So 

we ask that you keep us in your prayers as we go forward.   
 

Dave Clites, Chairperson 

Mission and Outreach: 

 A big thank you to everyone who helped us reach these totals 
of school supplies that will be given out by the Canby Center. 

7 backpacks 
40 spiral notebooks 
40 packages of crayons 
12 packages of colored pencils 
And an assortment of erasers, colored markers, rulers, 

scissors etc. 

In September and October we will 
continue to focus on bringing both 
food and paper items for the Molalla 
Food Bank.  In addition, all money 
collected will be sent to the confer-
ence to be used for Camp Adams 
scholarships. 

Women’s Fellowship Bazaar 

Our group of women will be holding the Bazaar in a different for-
mat this year.  We’re going to be live and in person every Sun-
day following the Sunday Church Service in November and pos-
sibly the first Sunday in December.   

What this will mean is that we will need to know what is being 
donated prior to the Sunday the item will be up for sale so that 
we can let everyone know prior to the Sunday it will (hopefully) 
be sold. We will be posting on our face page the item for sale, 
but that is the only place you will see it. We won’t be holding the 
sale on line as we have in the past several years.  So come and 
join us each Sunday in November to pick out your favorite 
homemade foods, dishcloths and quilt.   

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
*11:00 AM WORSHIP BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10 
 September 3 (10:00 AM) — Lay led; John Nilsen playing 

The Word in Music 
 September 10 — Pastor Cat leading 
 September 17 — Pastor Cat leading 
 September 24 — CPC Annual Gathering worship at the 

UCC church in Salem 

Upcoming dates of note: 
• Tuesday, September 5, 7:00 PM — Diaconate meeting 

via Zoom 
• Wednesday, September 6 & 13, 7:00 PM — Scripture 

Dialogue via Zoom 
• Saturday, September 9, 1:00 PM - Celebration of Life 

service for Richard Daniels 
• Sunday, September 10  — Blood pressure checks during 

coffee hour 
• Tuesday, September 19, 7:00 PM — Church Council 
• Wednesday, September 20 — Behold!! Deadline 
• Thursday, September 28 — Women’s Fellowship Com-

munity Luncheon 





A memorial service will be held for Richard Daniels at Smyrna 
UCC, 31119 S. Hwy 170, Canby OR, at 1 p.m. on Sept. 9,  
2023 

Smyrna Reading Group 
 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi 
is the reading group’s book for September.  
Written by a neurosurgeon who was in his 
final year of a 5-year neurosurgery residency 
and was diagnosed with stage IV lung can-
cer, Dr. Kalanithi’s memoir “is an unforgetta-
ble, life-affirming reflection on the challenge 
of facing death and on the relationship be-
tween doctor and patient from a brilliant writ-
er who became both.” 
 

Several copies are available in LINCC, the library consortium 
that includes the Canby Public Library and the CCRLS library 
consortium that includes the Woodburn Public Library. We’ll start 
the discussion on September 5th on the reading group’s Face-
book page and via an email group for those who prefer not to 
use Facebook.   

If you want to join either group, contact Audrey Yoder 
(yoderstore@canby.com) or Ann Clites 
(annclites52@gmail.com).  This is a low-key, no pressure “book 
club.”  Everyone is welcome! 

Thank you to  
 Paul Yoder for supervising the steeple work!  
 Barb Daniels for coordinating and communicating with supply 

pastors while Pastor Cat was on vacation.  
 Ann and Dave Clites for providing lunch for the Soulfull Sing-

ing Workshop; and to Janet Bess Farrell and Christine Foster 
for contributing too!  

 Ann, Dave, Janet Bess, Lois Johnson, and Susan Connick for 
extending invitations to the workshop beyond Smyrna’s mem-
bership - we had 6 participants from the wider community!  

 the Search Committee for continuing the faithful work of dis-
cernment in the search and call process! 

September 22-24, 2023 
First Congregational UCC 700 Marion Street NE 

Salem, OR 97301 
 

Every year we come together from churches in southern Washington, Oregon, and southern 
Idaho during the last weekend of September.  

We gather to discern and conduct the business of the Conference, meet with old and new friends, and 
learn and worship together. 

This year, we have named our gathering, “Be Still and Go,” with the theme passage of Psalm 
46, and an emphasis on being contemplatives in action.  

 
Our gathering this year will be both in person & virtual. 

Registration opens for this year’s gathering on August 25—watch your inbox for updates! 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Come one, Come All.   

Women’s Fellowship will begin the Fall Season by starting up 
their luncheons with the first one being held on the fourth 
Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 12:00 PM.  Following 
luncheons will be held on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
October and our usual Thanksgiving dinner on the second 
Thursday of November.  In December we will be hosting one 
luncheon on the second Thursday.   

Our group will be meeting in early September to plan and dis-
cuss the future of Women’s Fellowship.  Please watch for the 
time and date of that meeting as we begin the month of Sep-
tember.   

Thank you. Barbara Daniels-President 








