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Dear Folks,

As we head into April, | realize | don’t know anything about why April 1 is called April Fool's Day, so | looked

it up. The real origins are lost in the mists of time — but one theory from the LIbrary of Congress is this:
“Some sources, such as Charles Panati’s Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things, cite another
16th-century French origin: 1564, when the celebration of the New Year officially moved to January 1
by Charles IX’s Edict of Rousillon. According to Panati, the New Year had previously been celebrated
on March 25 because of the advent of spring, with a week-long observance ending on April 1. Panati
further claims:
Many Frenchmen who resisted the change, and others who merely forgot about it, continued partying
and exchanging gifts during the week ending April 1. Jokers ridiculed these conservatives’ steadfast
attachment to the old New Year’s date by sending foolish gifts and invitations to nonexistent parties...
One of the most popular amusements on April 1...is the sending of persons on fruitless errands. Un-
sophisticated persons are sent to the bookstores for a copy of the “History of Eve’s Grandmother,” or
to the chemist’s shop for “pigeon’s milk...”

Easter, coming the first Sunday after April Fool’'s Day, is also the story of a seemingly fruitless errand. After the
terror and grief of Saturday and Sunday, the women make their way to the tomb early on Sunday morning,
knowing that their friend and teacher Jesus is already dead. But the surprise in this case, instead of being one
of frustration is one of unimaginable joy. Resurrection joy! We have all come through times of fear and sadness
and frustration. We can be tempted to remain stuck in those places, rather than risk the seeming April Fool’s
errand of moving toward new life. During this Easter Season, take that risk! And may you be surprised by joy
and new life.

See you in church,
Pastor Jennifer
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Holy Week

. Wednesday, April 1 - Yoga inspired by the Holy
Week journey at 12:30 pm. Bible Study will be a
special reading of the Passion Story at 2 pm.

« Thursday, April 2 - Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae
with choir, communion and foot or hand washing.
Soup Supper at 6 pm, Worship at 7 pm.

o Friday, April 3 - Good Friday Labyrinth
walk, available from noon-9 pm

« Sunday, April 5 - Easter!

+ 9:30 am Breakfast
+ 10 am Egg Hunt
= 10:30 am worship

Celbat Or Hrltg

UCC 101 - Resistance and Resilience Saturday,
April 18, 10am -1pm.

Whether you have been part of Smyrna for nine weeks,
nine months or nine decades, you are invited to join us
as we celebrate our 135th year by understanding the
UCC as a movement through the lenses of Resistance
and Resilience.

Learn about the forces that formed the United Church
of Christ, and why we are the way we are now. This
class has been developed by Pastor Jennifer over
many years and you'll find it interactive and surprisingly
fun

Artful Soul —

On April 11, 10:30 am to
Noon Rebekah Yoder will
lead us in artful journaling,
using inspiration from
Zentangle. This is a time
of gentle fellowship and
fun — you do not have to
be an artist or consider
yourself crafty to attend. See you there.

R

Happy 135th Birthday, Smyrna UCC!

We will celebrate our birthday on Sunday, April
12th with the liturgy that the congregation used on
its very first Sunday and a visit from a special
guest from the past. You are invited to wear a hat
in the style of 1891 fashions to worship for this
special occasion.

Women's Fellowship Community Lunches

April brings two opportunities to meet your friends for
lunch at Smyrna UCC.

Women'’s Fellowship will be
serving up delicious meals in
the Friendship House begin-
e ning at noon on Thursday,
April 9 & Thursday April 23.

The requested $10 helps sup-
port this community luncheon.



Twice a month, Smyrna

m provides space for
young adults to gather

for a meal, talk, make

new friends and partici-
pate in an activity.

The next Church Council meeting will begin at

7 pm Thursday, April 16, 2026 via Zoom. Here are this month’s dates and times:

If you have not received the email link to past 6 pm, April 3, 2026
meetings but are interested in attending future 6 pm, April 17, 2026
meetings, let Joel know and he will put you on

the email list.

REGISTRATION BEGINS 4/

LONELY? Medical issues? Need Help?

Please visit the Smyrna Resource page. On Smyrna’s website,
WWW.Smyrna-ucc.org, just click the Resource tab ....

RESOURCE Page

A Helpful page for people in

our community.

(Click here.)



SMYRNA

No matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s
journey, we welcome
you.

| - Paul and Mary Ashton
InOyr || -BarackHoltand Family

' Prayers . Anne Stronko and Roger Marin

« The Crispin Family
' . Murlene Liechty

A
M u - John Farrell (Janet Bess' brother)
— . Christine Albright

. Winter Pebley
. Jeannie Rogers’ brothers, Steven and John

If you know anyone who should be on the prayer list in the Behold, please let Jeannie or Elaine
know. If they would enjoy receiving cards notify someone in the Diaconate.

Mission Statement

Smyrna United Church of Christ is striving to be:
+A place of peace, where we offer to all an extravagant welcome wherever you are in
your life journey regardless of your ethnicity, marital status, religion, gender, race,
age, disability, national origin, or sexual orientation, and where we teach the stories of
God's love and call on our lives.

+A spiritual haven, where we accept and care for all people and God’s creation in an
outreach of grace.

+A lighthouse of God's compassion, where worship, teaching, learning and spiritual
growth take place in community, powered by thought and action.

+A Christian people, working for God's realm in ecumenical harmony with other people
of faith and conviction.



smyrnaucc.cal@gmail.com

April 2026

Apr 2026 (Pacific Time - Los Angeles)

Sun Mon ue Wed Thu Fri Sat
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[ BD: Dave A ] 10am - Office hours [ Good Friday ] [ Holy Saturday ]
[ BD: Spencer C ] 7pm - Maundy Thursday 6pm - Meaning Makers 10am - Easter egg set up
12:30pm - Gentle Yoga
2pm - Bible Study @ https:
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[ Easter Sunday ] 7pm - AA/AO Meeting 10am - Office hours 12:30pm - Gentle Yoga 10am - Office hours 10:30am - Soulful Art @
9am - Easter Breakfast 11am - Office meeting - Jen 2pm - Bible Study @ https: 12pm - W.F. Luncheon
10am - Easter Egg Hunt
10:30am - Sun. School
10:30am - Worship
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[ 135th Church Anniversary ] [ BD: Joshua B ] 10am - Office hours [ BD: David H ] [ BD: Violet H ] 6pm - Meaning Makers [ BD: Sarah P ]
[ CH: CEd F: Ginger ] [ BD: Penelope E ] 11am - Office meeting - Jen 12:30pm - Gentle Yoga 10am - Office hours 10am - UCC 101 for
10:30am - Sun. School 7pm - AA/AO Meeting 7pm - Diaconate 2pm - Bible Study @ https: 7pm - Church Council Meeting
10:30am - Worship
EEN (20 =] = | =] (2 =]
(BD:KaraT ) m;mm—] 10am - Office hours (BD: GingerR )| 10am - Office hours
[ CH: WF AF: Jeannie R ] [ Earth Day ] 11am - Office meeting - Jen 12:30pm - Gentle Yoga 12pm - W. F. Luncheon
10:30am - Sun. School 7pm - AA/AO Meeting 2pm - Bible Study @ https:
10:30am - Worship
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[ CH: Diaconate ] 7pm - AA/AO Meeting 10am - Office hours 12:30pm - Gentle Yoga [ BD: Michael H ]

10:30am - Sun. School
10:30am - Worship

11am - Office meeting - Jen

2pm - Bible Study @ https:

10am - Office hours




